by infectious mononucleosis is a rare event. The first case was described in 1922 by Friesleben, but the diagnosis of infectious mononucleosis in this case is difficult to establish.
In 1946 Smith (1956) believed that an initial bleed may occur into the sub-capsular layer. This would be followed by further sub-capsular bleeds finally ending with a massive intra-peritoneal haemorrhage. This would explain the clinical picture of several episodes of pain and mild shock preceding the final catastrophic episode as described in many cases. However, in a few cases death has 'been very rapid from the onset of abdominal symptoms. An interval of twenty minutes was described by Stobbe (1952) .
The treatment of this condition is blood transfusion and splenectomy. However, the picture can be complicated by conditions which need specific treatment such as thrombocytopenia (Wetherill and Oldfield 1963) and haemophilia (Smith 1965) .
The mortality rate in the cases described by Smith and Custer (1946) was just over 50%. The rate in the twenty-one cases described by Smith (1956) 
